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Dr. P. Y. Gunapala joined the Department of Materials Engineering, University of Moratuwa  as a Senior Lecturer in October 1992.  After the school education at Nalanda Collage, Colombo, he has carried out his MSc and PhD studies in the USSR specializing in the field of polymer engineering.  On his return to the island,  Dr. Gunapala started his professional career as a Senior Research Officer at Ceylon Institute of Scientific and Industrial Research in 1986 until he join the University of Moratuwa in 1992.
In an era where most of the academics and professionals migrate to developed countries for their personal well being, Dr. Gunapala remained in the island to serve his motherland. He joined the university at a time when university was struggling to come to grips with the problem of acute shortage of staff posed by the ‘brain drain’ and his arrival was a real blessing. Since then, he played the main role in the development of polymer engineering stream in Materials Engineering degree program while providing an invaluable service to the polymer industry through his expertise.
He leaves behind his wife Dr. Olga, son and daughter.
